
And other Hand Powered Rail Vehicles  
Railway Trike (AUS)  Railway Kalamazoo (AUS)  Pump Car (US,GB)  Velorail (FR,GB)  Hajtany (HU)    

Railbike (US,GB)   Dresinsykling (NO)   Handcar (US)  Drezina [SI]  Handhebeldraisine (DE) 

Drezina (RU) Resiina (FI) Drezyny (PL) Skinne cykel (DK)  Draisines  (BE)  Bicilinha (BR)  Dresin 

(NO)  Biciclette Ferroviarie (IT)   Spoorvegfiets (BE)    Dressin  (SE,NO) Dresina (SP)    

Schienenvelo (CH)     Dreziny  (CZ)  Railway Jigger (NZ)   Cyclo Draisine  (FR)     Spoorfiets (NL)   

Cykeldressin (SE)  Ferroviarie Quadriciclo (IT)        Google the black names, see what you get. 
  

No 65 For this free email newsletter, contact: jackiethomas002@hotmail.co.uk  Or download from: www.velocipedes.co.uk  

2 foot gauge: Statfold Barn Railway, dates for 2016  9th April, 4 th June, 10th September. www.statfoldbarnrailway.co.uk . 
 

From Tom§Ģ VyslouĤil, Prague  

Czech Republic Drezina  Friends  

 

 

 
Our group with an old signal near Skalsko, in 2012 
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Dear Velocipedes.co.uk 

Firstly, I would like to introduce myself and say, that my English 

isn´t very good, sorry for any mistakes. I hope that you will 

understand my message.  
 

My name is Tom§Ģ VyslouĤil and I´m 25 years old. I live in Prague, 

especially in the part called UhŔ²nņves. I studied secondary school 

of transport (railroad transport) and higher school of transport. 
 

I have read your great website for about 1 year and I like it very 

much, the most interesting are the newsletters with news.  

That is the purpose of this message to send you information on our 

group in the Czech Republic and share our similar machines and 

ideas.  

I really thank you for your great website www.velocipedes.co.uk  
 

I´m interested in railroad transport, technology and history.  

I also like DIY òdo it yourselfòð from wood, from iron and so on. 

I combined these interests into one and made some small rail 

vehicles.  
 

You call them velocipedes, rail bikes, handcars, rail carts. In Czech 

these vehicles generally known as a ădrez²naò. 
 

Before I present some information about our vehicles, I have to say 

that idea to make all rail vehicles that me and my classmates from 

secondary school was helped by having many kilometres of disused 

railroads in the Czech Republic, many from the era of communism 

before 1989.  
 

I and my friends are trying to visit these abandoned lines, each year 

and why should we walk when we can ride with some small 

vehicles. 
 

It simple to say, but hard to do. 

The first step ð I had to find suitable wheels. 

A basic and absolutely important thing for every builder, (all over 

the world, Editor) rail wheels.  
 

Here are some pictures from our trips around abandoned railroads 

in the Czech Republic (we have also been in Poland, Germany and 

Austria.) 
 

  
Some places are still railroad track only, without railroad operation. 

  
Some where the railroad is dead or only traces remain in the 

countryside.  
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The first Velorail  
I found some information and pictures and then I started with making of our first machine in 2014. 

A velorail with one set of pedals and 4 wheels. The wheels, each with bearings, came from an old 450mm gauge mine car.  

     
Old mine car                          Wheels used                The Velorail is easily dismantled             Light garden chairs are easily folded for transport 

 

Some technical details in European Units 

Year of manufacture 2014  

Weight about 220k g 

Length 1.8m 

Max. speed with pedalling about 10km/h  

Max. speed about 30 km/h  (it was reached on downhill ride) 

The energy of pedalling is converted to a single wheel, two chains are inserted because the is bicycle freewheel. 

It is made for a maximum of 5 persons . Last year with this railcar we reached almost 100km on abandoned railroads. 

  



 


